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seas, Ac., in memory of SJdzir whose blessings they say they acquire
by so doing. In thus cherishing the immortal name and memory of
their everlasting Khizir, they keep up a festival on a grand scale
which consists of general merry-makings accompanied by dinners
and entertainments given to their relations and friends ; by charities,
to indigent persons, and by musics and dances &c. Following the great
procession, are people of different classes and age who, in a body,
repair to the banks of rivers, or the seaside, with all sorts of nice
presents, in money, clothes, and eatables &c., which, on arrival at
their destination, they consign to the Water in hope of their being
duly accepted and received by Khizir. While, on shore and before
consigning their presents to the water, they recite prayers in honor of
KMzir and beg his assistance in all worldly concerns. The position
of the Mohammedans so doing, stands on a par with that of the
Hindoos worshipping their Holy Mother Ganga. But this form of ri-
tualism does in no way find favour with the belief of Islamism which
is directly opposed to such a usage ; it is anything but lawful, and the
doers thereof are classed as sinners before God. Prayer to any saint,
holy Prophet, and pious personage, is nowise objectionable: but the
ceremony referred to above, which has not received sanction from any
leader or doctor of Islam nor is it compatible with the provisions of
the Mohammedan Law of Faith, is thoroughly improper and wrong
in every sense and letter of Mohammedanism; and should, on this
account, be interdicted by our community,

BAKRA-I-SHAIKH-SUDDO.

As in the account given elsewhere of *' Bera-Rhajah-Ehizir?
we will begin this chapter by giving a sketch of Shaikh Suddo to whom
this ritualism owes its origin; and who is also the hero of this
ceremonial.

Of the many selections made out of his biographies from various
Hindustani works on the subject, it appears that the Shaikh figured in
the olden times as an Arabic scholar ; and, by his mastery over Koran
and other Holy Books, he was able to perfect himself in certain pas-

* See page 53.